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COCAINE SMUGGLERS PLEAD GUILTY TO TRANSPORTING DRUGS 
IN UNDERWATER VESSEL 

Tampa, Florida - United States Attorney Paul I. Perez announced today that eight 

defendants from Colombia, who used a fishing vessel to tow a submersible vessel 

containing approximately five thousand, five hundred pounds of cocaine across the 

Eastern Pacific Ocean, pled guilty yesterday in U.S. District Court to a two-count 

Superseding Indictment charging them with possession of five kilograms or more of 

cocaine with the intent to distribute. The defendants are facing a mandatory minimum term 

of ten years' imprisonment up to maximum life imprisonment, and a $4 million fine.  The 

defendants' sentencing hearing is scheduled for October 13, 2006 at 9:00 a.m. before 

United States District Judge James D. Whittemore.  

The defendants were intercepted by the United States Coast Guard on August 19, 

2005 while traveling aboard the Colombian fishing vessel RIO MAR I in international waters 

approximately ninety miles southwest of the Galapagos Islands. The submersible vessel 

used to transport the cocaine was of steel construction, approximately thirty-one feet in 
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length and four feet in diameter, and was equipped with a whip antennae connected to an 

electronic transmitting device in the nose cone.  This seizure marks the first capture by 

U.S. law enforcement of a submersible vessel used to transport cocaine from Colombia. 

This case was investigated by the Operation Panama Express Taskforce which is 

comprised of the United States Coast  Guard (USCG), the Drug Enforcement 

Administration (DEA), U.S. Immigration and Customs Enforcement (ICE) and the Federal 

Bureau of Investigation (FBI).  The case was prosecuted by Special Assistant United 

States Attorney Diane M. Croff and Assistant United States Attorney Christopher P. Tuite. 
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